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OR TEN LONG YEARS THE 

subject of this paper has 
been repeatedly brought 
back to the anvil and re- 
hammered It is still very 
far from satisfactory to my own growing 
notion of the perfection to which the 
science of Bibliography is destined sooner 
or later to attain. Practice and criticism 
will test both its advantages and faults. I 
respectfully ask librarians and bibliogra- 
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phers who recognize merit in this plan 6J 
a printed card catalogue to aid in pet 
fectingit 

The substance of this essay was first 
privately set in type in 1868; then en- 
larged and rewritten as a preface to my 
BiBLioTHECA GEOGRAPHiciA, November, 
1872. It was again revised^ modified, and 
read at the Conference of Librarians in 
October, 1877; and now in April, 187^, 
it is compressed into this booklet Photo- 
grams attached to the printed slips have 
in the meantime given way i o reduced fac- 
simile electrotype-portraits of titles &c. an 
important advance. The opinions, ob- 
jections, and suggestions of the cognoscenti 
are respectfully solicited by 

Henry Stevens. 

4 Tra&lgar Sqoar^ Londoa. 
ilpril z, 1878. 



PHOTO-BIBLIOGRAPHY 




OR A CENTRAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
CLEARING-HOUSE 

Y notion is that every book, big 
and little, that is published, like 
eveiy child, big and little, that is 
bom, should be registered, without inquiry 
into its merits or character. J am not a 
Malthusian either in population or books. 
Who shall dare to pronounce on the pro- 
geny of a mother or an author, and declare 
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that this child or that book should not 
have been ? Certainly not the registrar, 
or the cataloguer, or the librarian. A 
human soul that is once in existence, or a 
book that is once in print and published, 
you cannot well suppress or put out of 
existence. You may kill it, or cut it up 
in a review, or let it go astray and get lost 
or neglect to buy it, but it exists neverthe- 
less, and like sin or the lost book of Michael 
Servetus is always liable to break out, 
and should therefore be provided for and 
against. If villanous, watch and reform 
or impound it 

The question of cataloguing our books 
is becoming a very serious one, and there- 
fore I ask the attention of this Conference 
of Librarians for a few minutes to a word 
on the necessity of cataloguing every book 
printed; the importance of printed card 
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catalogues of old, rare» beautiAil and costly 
bookS) and how to make them on a co^ 
operative or miiversal system, Which for 
the kck of a better itenn I.shall, for the 
present, call Photo-BibliOgraphyi For 
carrying out this project a Central Biblio-» 
graphical Bureau or Clearing-House for 
librarians is suggested. For more than 
four hundred years the press has teemed, 
and of late steamed, with books. The 
dead past lives again in print in our public 
and private libraries, where to a great 
extent are garnered up the records of 
laws, manners, customs, history,^ literature, 
science and art — the intellectual accumu- 
lations of ourselves and our predecessors. 
Whatever we decide to do with our own 
mental offspring, we are bound in honour 
to preserve and transmit the stores of in- 
telligence and knowledge we have inheiited. 
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In our libraries the past and present hold 
their schools for the instruction of the 
future^ The post of librarian therefore is 
a responsible and honourable one. He is 
the collector, the custodian, and the cata- 
loguer of our books, with the labour and 
responsibility of three offices and generally 
the pay of one. 

A nation's books are her vouchers. Her 
libraries are her muniments. Her wealth 
of gold and silver, whether invested in 
commerce, or bonds, or banks, is aiways 
working for her; but her stores of golden 
thoughts, inventions, discoveries, and in- 
tellectual treasures, invested mainly in 
print and manuscript, are too often stored 
somewhere in limbo, like the half of our 
copyrighted books, unregistered, where, 
though sleek and well preserved, they 
rather slumber than fructify. The half of 
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them are not recorded, and the resting- 
places of many are not known. I hold that 
it is the duty, calling, privilege, and honour- 
able responsibility of this Conference to 
remedy this growing evil New old books, 
even the early printed ones, are daily 
brought to light All the copies at present 
known of half the different works printed 
by England's five earliest printers may be 
counted on our fingers if not on our* 
thumbs. In spite of the recent activity of 
collectors and librarians it is well known 
that of all the books that came firom the 
press of Caxton, some forty exist, as far 
as we know at present, in single copies 
only, many of which are imperfect. How 
many have been utterly lost no man can 
tell. Nay more, who can lay his hand 
readily on a single copy of all, or even a 
considerable part, of the printed ballads 
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that were sent broadcast over the land so 
late as the year of the Crimean war? who 
will^ for instance, undertake to supply one 
of the 300,000 copies of the Nightingale 
Ballad ? Books ! to-day they are, to-morrow 
the half of them are not It is perhaps a 
fortunate circumstance that the stillborn 
and infant mortality among them is greater 
&r than the corresponding death-rate in 
Dr Farfs tables. Many pass away un- 
recorded and leave no present trace of 
their existence, but still they may turn up 
any day, and like the remaining Sibylline 
leaves command the price of the whole* 

From the days of Hipparchus to the 
present time the stars have been cata- 
logued, and to-day every bird, beast, fidi, 
shell, insect, and living thing; yea, every 
tree, shrub, flower, rock and gem, as they 
become known, are scientifically, systema- 
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tically, and inteDigently named, described, 
and catalogaed. In all diese departmoits 
of human knowledge there is a well ascer- 
tained and generally acknowledged system 
which is dignified as a sci«:ice. A man 
who can correctly describe in a dead lan- 
guage a live beetle, or a fish, or ahmnming- 
bird is very properly deemed a philosopher, 
a man of science, becomes a fellow of 
learned societies with a respectable o p Q 
handle to his name, and may once a year 
spend a week with other severe philosophers 
in scientific associations. But there is as 
yet no section for librarians or biblio- 
graphers in the British or American Asso- 
ciations. We trust, however, that at no 
distant day the letters F.L.A. (Fellow of 
the Library Association) may carry as 
much weight as F.S.A, or even F.R.S. 
At present, however, no such honour 
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awaits the librarian or the bibKographer, 
the cataloguer of our books, the registrar 
of our mental offspring. There is no 
acknowledged system of art or science to 
dignify and honour their labours. Biblio- 
graphy as yet is a mere jackal, or pack- 
horse, or some other patient beast of bur- 
den doomed to work for other arts and 
sciences, content with small emoluments 
for itself and smaller praise. The fact is 
that when an advanced librarian produces 
a good catalogue he has done only what 
is expected of him, like a good boy who 
spells correctly, but he is sure to get plenty 
of censure if he falls short of the correct 
thing. 

We are accustomed to boast that the 
literature of the English language is the 
richest in the world. It may be so, but 
just now this is probably mere national 
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tg, inasmuch as we are unable to back 
r boast with even decent catalogues or 
ledules of it. Of the ephemeral litera* 
» <xC the past and the floating books of 
rpresent a laige part was never booked 
wks even worse in our fadiers' daj than 
w* Afany are saved by drifting by mere 
iBce- into some snug 'harbour. 0£fer a 
>u8and small English booksof die present 
ituiy to the British Museum, and Villas 
abeady is, the chances are that half of 
m wiU be found wanting in that woild* 
kowned national repository where every 
man British book has the inalienable 
ht of recorded citizenship. There are 
erably complete lists of our soldiers, our 
igy, our lawyers, and our criminals. 
ly not of all our books ? Who shall 
''&at this dass contains more drones or 
ih than that ? or why one list should be 

c 
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winnowed and another not ? The fact is 
we have not the means, notwithstanding 
our honoured and appreciated Herberts 
and Ameses, our Watts and Lowndeses, 
of taking stock of our national literature. 

Current trade-lists there are indeed, 
good enou^ perhaps for the purpose, and 
some merchantable printed catalogoesi 
general and special, for which we are 
thankful, but they mostly ML far short of 
bibliography. Indeed it is a fact that no 
painstaking, earnest collector of rare and 
precious books can find anywhere reliable 
collations and descriptions of one half of 
the rare books he buys, but is compelled 
often to take them on trust 

The contents of some of our excellent 
public and private libraries are each sepa- 
rately scheduled in print or manuscript 
sufficiently well, no doubt, to be used 
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on the premises in face of the books 
described, but our learned and inde&tig- 
able librarians presiding over the best 
dozen of our libraries each catalogue their 
books as carefully and elaborately as if 
they existed nowhere else, and sometimes 
probably, notwithstanding the celebrated 
ninety-one rules, in as many ways as there 
are copies. While some books are thus 
catalogued over and over again, very many 
are overlooked and altogether neglected. 
This is inevitable, but no improvement 
can be expected so long as there is no 
standard, no acknowledged general system 
worthy the name, no co-operation or com* 
mon interest in universal bibliography. 

Now if these twelve Csesars over books 
would each thoroughly bibliographize se- 
parate rare and valuable books, and ex- 
change results, instead of all half doing 
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the same work in a dozen differoit styles; 
er better still, if they would unite and co- 
operate in the establishment of a Central 
Bibliographical Bureau or Clearing-House^ 
where librarians might daily exchange 
their oheck^lists of books, at small cost, 
for. standard bibliographical titles that will 
pass current the world over, we might 
eventually have our literary histoiy and 
bibliography in a fit state to transmit satis- 
lactorily to posterity, instead of continuing 
the present muddle which is manifestly 
growing muddlier every year as the harvest 
of the press accmnulates. It is doubtless 
as< mudi as each staff can accomplish to 
keep up with the growth of its own library 
without reguding others. As there is 
little hope of any one library ever even 
approaching completeness, there is no ap- 
parent progress whatever made towards 
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that universal and harmonions catalogue 
rmsamii which we have been so Icxig and 
so devoutly praying for. We are not 
movfaig so £ist in this matter as the world 
around us, and are therefore lagging, a 
drcnmstance not creditable to the Great 
or Gieater Briton. 

The good old-lashioned idea and practice 
oC printed catalogues of laige and rapidly 
increasing libraries in this country are, I 
am sorry to say, well nigh abandoned as 
impracticable, while in America the impor- 
tance and necessity of diem are recognized 
and at present acted upon ; but it is not 
unlikely that the curators of the Con- 
gress Library, at Washington, and of the 
Public Library, at Boston, may some^ 
wbzX modify their notions and practice in 
this respect, when their collections are 
increased from somewhat under 300,000 
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to a mSlion and a-half of volumes, like 
the library of the British Museum, or the 
National Library of Paris. It is well 
known that the difficulties of producing a 
printed catalogue of a large and rapidly 
growing library vastly increase in propor- 
tion to its size. It is hardly therefore to 
be expected that a single institution, 
national, public, or private, should take 
upon itself the burden of universal biblio- 
graphy, or the right of prescribing rules 
and general principles for others. The 
staff of the British Museum library, for 
instance, may not dictate to that of Bodley 
or Paris, and as no one of them is afflicted 
with affluent misery, or has sufficient 
money, men, or authority to lead ofif inde- 
pendently, they, like many lesser lights, 
are compelled to shine under their own 
bushels. In consequence the manuscript 
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catalogue of each library, however excel- 
lent it may be, is of little use except to 
the owners, and it must, like our un- 
licensed beer, be taken on the premises. 
It affords the student outside the library 
no adequate means of studying the biblio- 
graphy of his subject at home, nor can he 
compare the books of one library with 
those of another. 

This isolation and waste of vain repeti- 
tion, it is believed, is wholly unnecessary. 
There is no royal road, it has been said, 
to knowledge. He who would attain that 
goal must learn to labour and to wait, for 
knowledge is locked up mainly in books, 
appropriately termed works. There is, 
however, a short-cut m& a pass-key in 
universal or co-operative bibliography, a 
simple system of arrangement by which 
may be economized the labours of hun- 
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dreds who are cataloguing over and over 
the same books. 

It would, mdeed, be difficult to supply 
descriptive titles and collations of all 
books at once, but a well digested plan, 
expansive as an india-rubber band, it is 
believed, might be devised, which, in a few 
years, would supply our public and private 
libraries with titles as fast as they are re- 
quired or can be paid for, adapted, and 
arranged, and at the same time educate a 
bibliographical staff that would eventually 
post up the ledger of our literature to date, 
and keep it up. You cannot well undo 
the labour, of years, or change readily 
systems of cataloguing, and l^row away 
the work, and cost of years, however fiuilty. 
It is better to devise some scheme that 
may readily be adapted to any. and all 
systems. There is now nothing, as we 
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have said, approaching a complete biblio* 
graphical record of the books of the 
English language, that is, of Great Britain, 
America, India, and Australia. Germany 
and France are a little better off, but not 
much. Other book-printing nations are, 
I believe, behind even England. 

Under all these circumstances I see no 
better mode of co-operative or universal 
cataloguing of old, rare, beautifid, and 
costly books than by the establishment of 
a Central Bibliographical Bureau, public 
or private, where librarians, collectors, and 
amateurs may buy descriptive slip or card 
titles of books as they buy postage-stamps, 
money-orders, or telegrams, at a tithe of 
the cost they would incur in making them 
themselves, and at the same time infinitely 
superior in quality. Such a bureau, or 
clearing-house, under Government protec- 
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tion, it is believed, might from the begin- 
ning be made self-supporting, or even 
remunerative, like the Post Office. It 
would soon become a great educator of 
the educated, and an inestimable boon 
to the historian, as well as to the literary 
or scientific student, enabling him at once 
to find, ready at his hands, cut and dried, 
the materials of his subject. It not un- 
frequently happens that students exhaust 
their energies in mastering the materials 
of their subjects, before they put pen to 
paper. Not every historian has the pluck, 
persistence, and toughness of Gibbon. A 
well-stocked and methodical Bibliogra- 
phical Bureau would have relieved that his- 
torian of three-fourths of the fag and worry 
of his twenty years* mousing for materials. 
A student now visits the library of the 
British Museum, and dives into its volu- 
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minous manuscript alphabetical catalogues 
pretty much as the pearl-fisher plunges into 
the sea. Sometimes he brings up a pearl 
and is rewarded, but oftener he brings up 
nothing, though the pearl-grounds be the 
best, and the catalogues are acknowledged 
to be surpassed by those of no other liurge 
public library. Something akin to our 
scheme, but a distant relation of it, has 
been attempted by the Royal Society in 
its extensive index to the scientific papers 
in the periodicals and transactions of all 
nations j and by the South Kensington 
Museum in its universal art-catalogue. 
Prior to the appearance of these work^ 
Poole's Index of the best periodicals was 
published in 1848, and was much enlaiged 
in 1853, while it is now felt that the new 
and enlarged edition already in hand is 
the one thing needful in large libraries. 
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All these works 'are printed, and any 
library or student may have them; but, 
creditable as they are, they lack scope and 
execution, bemg mere lists of articles and 
papers, and not bibliographical catalogues. 
They are Ipng paces, however, in the right 
direction. 

Before proceeding further let me submit 
to this Conference of Librarians a few of 
my proposed photo - bibliographic titles 
for a printed slip or card catalogue. In 
consideration of the large proportion of 
folios in the early printed books, I pro- 
pose to make the cards four by seven 
inches. Those of the British Museum are 
four by ten inches. These sample slip- 
titles are chosen on account of their variety 
of both large and very small types, and 
their including vignettes, woodcuts, and 
fine copper-plate engravings. If these titles 



29 

can be printed by this process, almost an^ 
others can. They are unusually long, some- 
what complicated, and demand several 
cross references. 

These samples are given to showthe form 
of the titles, and not the bibliography. 
This is mainly a new application of pho- 
tography to bibliography.' It is not in- 
tended to supersede, but rather to sup- 
plement, improve, systematize, and elevate 
the present method of cataloguing our 
libraries and museums, public and private. 
It is the result of long study and number- 
less devices to combine fulness and perfect 
accuracy with reasonable cost of money, 
space, and time. I have not yet solved 
all the difficulties, but am now sufficiently 
advanced, after several years' practice, to 
pronoimce with considerable confidence 
this system of higher-class cataloguing to 
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be safe, simple, easy, accurate, expeditious, 
and cheap. 
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The plan is to reduce all the titles, maps, 
woodcuts, or whatever it is desired to copy, 
to one imiform scale. The reduction is 
regulated by the printer, who declares, 
after seeing many specimens, that areduc- 
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tion of two-thirds will give him excellent 
" copy," far better than the average manu- 
script, as one may perceive by the annexed 
portrait-titles reduced two-thirds. 

All titles, then, are precisely one-third 
the dimensions, or one-ninth the super- 
ficies of the originals. Nine is found by 
experience to be the most convenient 
multiple, as it avoids fractions, and suits 
the printer. If the pinter be satisfied^ 
few other readers will object to the size*. 
The system is to clear up as we go, 
and make an alphabetical card catalogue^ 
something after the manner that is now 
generally adopted in our principal libraries. 
Hie photograms as they are collected are 
laid down on pieces of common cheap 
writing-paper, cut to the exact size of the 
thin cards, about fbur by seven inches, 
which are lused, though any other size 
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may perhaps do as well, if it be thought 
desirable to mix these cards with those 
already in any particular library. The 
bibliographer then adds in manuscript the 
heading of the title, the translation (if it 
be desired), the collation, description, list 
of maps and plates, notes, or whatever 
he deems necessary or important The 
titles next go to the printer, who prints 
the whole, both the photogram (by an 
electro-block orsome one of the permanent 
processes) and the manuscript, in the pre- 
scribed form, in large or small type, oi 
both, according to the space required. 

This method gets rid of the necessity fo 
revising and transcribing the titles, whiJ 
the cost of printer's corrections is great 
reduced. The printer then prints as ma' 
copies as are required, some on thin cai 
and others on strong thin paper for lay 
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down in volumes^ and the titles are don( 
well done, and quickly. It is proposed 
to sell the title-cards to collectors and 
libraries at a very moderate price. Any 
title in stock may be sold probably for 4i/. 
to 6ii. Any other titles wanted may be 
executed to order at, say, gd. to is, each, 
and may be produced by the Bureau or 
Company, as required. For instance, if 
a library wants all the early ecUtions of 
Ptolemy, or of the Bible, Shakspere, 
Dante, Boccaccio, Milton, &c. known, 
it may have them for a shilling each, or, 
if already in stock, for the half of that 
price. If the printed titles without the 
portrait-titles are desired, the cost will be 
trifling. On the other hand, the portrait- 
titles may be had separately to illustrate 
' catalogues or to paste down on the front 
or back of the ordinary manuscript slips of 

£ 
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any libnqy. But it is iK>t purposed to 
carry this scheme at present beyond rar^ 
costly, and beautiful books. 
^ Now there is no reason why these titles 
should not be perfect of their kind, and be 
produced at moderate cost as fast as they 
are demanded. An alphabetical catalogue 
so made is always perfect as ^ as it goes^ 
and may be from time to time enlarged to 
any extent. The titles may be kept sepa- 
rate^ or be mixed with the slip-titles of 
any library. They may be shuffled and 
arranged in any order, cla3s, or subject 
Index and cross-reference cards may be 
added in print or manuscript It might 
here be mentioned that the heading of the 
title vaxf fill one long line, containing the 
name of the author, the short title, name 
of printer, place, date, and size.. This 
brief title wUl help in lettering the binding 
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and the line, if printed in blue or some 
other coloin:, may serve as an index.^(^f 
while if printed in red it may serve as a 
cross reference. The fact diat the fuB 
title is printed on each slip will not harm 
eidier the index or reference title. Tht. 
photograms will appear only on die main? 
titles. Press-marks and additions in manu- 
script, to adapt the titles to the particular 
copies of any library, may be added .4)^ 
hand. New headings may be added, and 
then the short jdtle printed in red f<» a 
cross-reference slip. On one comer of 
each slip may be printed in small type the 
dass to which the book belongs, and even 
the sub-class, or chief words for index or 
class slips. All these hints can better be 
given by the bibliographer when he works 
up the title than by the librarian after- 
wards. 
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By these portrait-titles books in one 

library can be compared with perfect cer- 
tainty with copies in any other library. 
For instance, what description of this 
mopn-title in the British Museum would 
enable one to compare it with Bodle3r's 
copy so well as this reduced portrait-title ? 

The portrait-titles, instead of being 
printed on cards, may be used for illus- 
trating catalogues or other books, and, as 
the negatives or cliches are kept, may be 
supplied in large or small quantities. They 
&erve admirably for comparing tjrpe, wood- 
cuts, engravings, and general art-purposes. 

They are very beautiful, and may weD 
serve designers and artists for hints and 
models. The photograms, however, have 
mainly answered their purpose in aiding 
in the production of cheap, clear, and 
perfectly accurate titles, but they are not 



NEV EARTH, 

O a , Tb( Tree 

Hiepia Ages, ^ndof the ages 




■asiagaaasgr 



38 

indrspensable on the cards, as the entire 
title is printed with descriptions and colla- 
tions. Should a printed catalogue be made, 
these titles will supply the best copy, on 
short notice, for the greater part oi the 
work ; the rest, in the way of addition or 
compression, being done in the usual way 
by hand. The negatives are numbered 
and so arranged on shelves like books 
that they may be referred to instantly. 
One shelf, eight feet long, will hold the 
negatives of 10,000 titles, as I know by 
experience. 

So far nothing has been said of trash or 
natural selection in our works, the bugbear 
of half the critics. It is natural that every 
man should select such books as he fan- 
cies, but it is only fair that he should leave 
the same right to others. We all know 
that in books, what is trash to one person 
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is nuggets to another, and that the tastes 
of mankind in this respect are as varied as 
in everything else. Ask a hundred men 
who read as they run to each exclude a 
himdred of the worthless volumes from a 
libraiy of ten thousand, and the chances 
are that no single book would receive five 
black balls. You have a perfect right to 
turn up your nose at my poems and pro- 
nounce them trash, while I may if I 
please indulge in the like luxury of calling 
your sermons stuff and nonsense ; yet we 
are individual critics, and our opinions go 
exactly for what they are worth, while our 
books perhaps rival in the rapidity of sale 
the ^^Proverbial Philosophy," proverbially 
vituperated annually at twelve and six- 
pence per column by the professed critic 
who has it in hand. Not every one is 
robust enough to relish Baam or indulge 
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pleasantly or profitably in the ''Novum 
Oiganum/' for his mind may be better 
adapted to enjoy "Peter WiDdns," or 
"Mother Goose's Melodies." Indeed it 
is amazing, looking up and down our 
streets and markets, to see how light is 
the mental pabulum that best nourishes 
some minds, and what dry and hard meat 
others require. The lighter a balloon the 
higher it will rise, even so sometimes the 
thinner the matter of a book the higher it 
goes in the estimation of some of our 
neighboiurs, whose tastes and opinions are 
to be respected. No man or person ever 
wrote a book, probably, so weak and 
wishywashy but that some mental stomach 
might be found just strong enough to 
thrive upon it I therefore, in view of 
the general fitness of things, vote for the 
cataloguing of every book printed as it 
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tonis up, leaving the selection to the 
selectors. There is no fear of being pa* 
peied up if we arrange, sort, sjrst^natize, 
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and catalogue promptly, briefly if unim« 
portant, and properly our literary stores. 
Who does much, of him much is ex- 
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peeled, is an dd nik in intenuilional 
affiun by which Ei^^and nuqr fimfy be 
called upon to give to die worid Ae fiist 
instahnent of a Umyersal Printed Cata- 
logue, made on tnie bibfiogiaphical prind- 
l^es, with full titles and collations, not 
alone of En^ish printed books, bat of all 
tiie books in all languages existing in onr 
public and private libraries, or likety to be 
in them. What we want somewhere, not 
everj^here, is a full, clear, plain, practical, 
exact, precise, concise, and comprehennve 
title, collation, and description — that is to 
say, a real portrait and intellectual photo- 
graph of every one of the books in ou 
libraries, true and expressive like the fact 
of our frieods, and as readily distinguis 
able and recognizable. Why abridge a tit 
except it be an index or cross-referer 
title? Better record it as left by the autl 
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What should we say of a portrait-painter 
who left out an eye, or the nose, or the 
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chin, to save expense or space? These 
titles should be so well executed as to 
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become at once standaird by theimiTeisal 
law of superiority and value, and to pass 
current like our coins. Th^ should be 
■procurable at small cost, and be so good 
as to be adopted as a matter of course by 
all our public and private libraries, as &st 
as their present ba(± stock of titles can be 
adapted or disposed of. Made in this 
way lovers of books would probably make 
portrait-albums of their favourite books in 
the manner they now do of their friends 
and companions. 

Bibliography is fast becoming an exact 
science, and not a whit too soon. It is 
high time to separate it from mere cata- 
logue-making. It is becoming a necessity 
to the scholar, the librarian, and the col- 
lector (they are all not always identical). 
Indeed every considerable library should 
have two distinct catalogues exclusive of 
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be plenty of cross references. Let the 
one be full and descriptive, the other small, 
compact, and full of condensed brevity. 
By full tides with collations and descrip- 
tions is not meant an3rthing so sprawling, 
irrelevant, slipshod, and lumpy as the 
sumptuous works of Dr Dibdin, Ander 
Schifiahrt, or of others more recently 
published, printed with the same stupen- 
dous nihilities and vacuities; but tidy, 
eicact, compact, and comprehensive, show- 
ing in a nutshell all the reader wishes to 
know or see, short of the books them- 
selves. 

In all these cases you have a dear^view 
of the mottoes, the vignettes, the dignities 
or tides, the printers' or publishers' names, 
with specimens of type, and other impor- 
tant et ceteras usually omitted in ordinary 
cataloguing, which, it must be admitted, 
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are of wmense advantage to the |)i<^gra- 
pher, btbUographer, and student 

It is not well to put a library into the 
catalogue, but better to put a catalogue into 
the library. A cumbersome catalogue, like 
a big thick-paper dictionary, is a very 
great nuisance. A description ofa rare and 
costly book should tell precisely not only 
what constitutes a perfect copy, but when 
applied to an imperfect one should indicate 
exactly what is wanting, and that in the 
briefest possible terms, eschewing spacings, 
broken lines, and all bibliographical quid- 
dling. These last may be left to booksellers' 
and auctioneers' catalogues, and to those 
who have notions to vend and ventilate 
by catalogues. I have seen a bibliogra- 
phical work of considerable pretensions, 
recently published, wherein many of. the 
titles, long enough perhaps to fill a line or 
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line and a-half, are expanded by broken 
bits, points, and printer's quads, into four or 
five lines, against all the rules of workman- 
like printing, thus filling 150 instead of 50 
pages. Such printing as this cannot be too 

342. 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

Oxford : At the Theater. 1679 

8vo. 

instead of 

342 New Testament. Oxfd : At the Theater, 1679. S"* 

highly condemned, and such cataloguing 
can have no pretensions to bibliography, 
especially as in most cases little informa- 
tion is given beyond the bare intimation of 
the existence of a particular edition, with 
name of the printer, place, date, and size. 
What every collector and librarian wish 
particularly to know is omitted. 

Finis. 
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